Press release
Initiative Against Foie Gras:  Targeting the French embassy in (City)
France is denounced for its cruel foie gras
This November 26th, in (City), animal rights activists (of the NGO XXX) will be mobilizing in front of the French embassy to protest against the force-feeding (gavage) of ducks and geese to produce foie gras. Their initiative will take place within the framework of the first World Day Against Foie Gras, following the call of French NGO L214 and the international group Animal Equality.
Equipped with visual materials showing birds being force-fed in France, the activists will occupy (name of the street) and hand over to the ambassador a letter urging France to put an end to force-feeding within its borders. (or short description of your initiative) France produces 73% of foie gras sold worldwide.
	Place of the action : add here
Time of the action : add here


While international opposition to foie gras continues to grow, including the ban of gavage of ducks and geese in California, Israel, and numerous European countries, France remains one of the last bastions of foie gras. In response to this practice being increasingly questioned, the country has chosen to elevate foie gras to the status of “protected cultural and gastronomic heritage”, celebrating gavage as a “French cultural exception”.
The World Day Against Foie Gras intend to make sure the voice of animals is heard and to draw international attention to the suffering caused by force-feeding.
«France’s reputation is tarnished by the deplorable treatment of ducks and geese to produce foie gras. We urge France to write a new page in its gastronomy and wipe what is nothing more than swollen, diseased bird liver off its menu» (quote of the spokesperson)
Similar actions will be taking place on the same day in London, Paris, Berlin, Los Angeles (…).
Gavage consists of thrusting a tube down the bird’s throat, and force-feeding it a huge quantity of nutritionally imbalanced feed. To prevent the birds from escaping, they are locked in cages. In two weeks of force-feeding, their livers undergoes a ten-fold increase in volume. For every duck or goose who dies while raised with natural feeding, up to twenty times that number die during the force-feeding period. These birds die as a consequence of wounds or infections from the metal tubes forced down their throats, or the failure of vital organs.
Add press contacts :
Note to the editors:
· France is the worlds leading foie gras producer, producing 19,000 tons of foie gras, or 73% of the world’s production

· European Directive EC 98/58 specifies that “No animal shall be provided with food or liquid in a manner (…) which may cause unnecessary suffering or injury”.

· Nevertheless, five EU countries still produce foie gras under a derogation: France, Bulgaria, Hungary, Spain and Belgium.

· Ducks represent the largest number of animals that are force-fed: 37 million ducks are force-fed and a few hundred thousand geese in France.

· Individual cages have been prohibited since January 1, 2011 by European regulations, but Franc, Hungary and Spain continue to use them during the force-feeding period. 50% of French foie gras originate from force-feeding birds in individual cages.

· The European Scientific Committee on Animal Health and Animal Welfare 
emphasizes that “force-feeding, as currently practised, is detrimental to the welfare of the birds.”

· A ban was put on the sale of foie gras in California in July 2012, and India has forbidden imports of foie gras since July 2014.

· In several countries, major operators of distribution are refusing to sell foie gras for ethical reasons: Coop Italia, Spar Norway, and virtually all large-scale distributors in Germany.
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